
Hepatitis C Case (Acute and Chronic) Classification Algorithm  

HCV antibody 

positive? 

Symptomatic, and 
are symptoms 
consistent with 

acute viral hepatitis 
(e.g. fever, 

headache, malaise, 
anorexia, nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, 

and abdominal 
pain) AND has 

jaundice OR ALT 
levels >200 IU/L? 

Documented 

negative HCV 

antibody, HCV 

NAT, or HCV 
antigen result 

followed 

within 12 

months by a 

positive result 

of any of these 
tests (test 

conversion)? 

PROBABLE 
HEPATITIS C, 

ACUTE 

CONFIRMED 

HEPATITIS C, ACUTE 

YES 

CONFIRMED 

HEPATITIS C, CHRONIC 

YES 

NO/UNKNOWN 

PROBABLE, 
HEPATITIS C 

CHRONIC 

NO 

YES 

YES 

NO 

HCV Nucleic Acid 

Test (NAT) or antigen 

positive? 

Symptomatic, and 
are symptoms 
consistent with 

acute viral hepatitis 
(e.g. fever, 

headache, malaise, 
anorexia, nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, 

and abdominal 
pain) AND has 

jaundice OR ALT 
levels >200 IU/L? 

Documented 
negative HCV 
antibody, HCV 
NAT, or HCV 

antigen result 

followed within 12 

months by a 

positive result of 
any of these tests 
(test conversion)? 

YES 

CONFIRMED 

HEPATITIS C, ACUTE 

NO/UNKNOWN 

NO 

NO 

NOT A CASE 


